How to Build Garage Kits

by George Robbert Copyright © 1997, 1999

While this paper is about building cast resin and vinyl garage-kits, most of these techniques can be transferred directly to building other types of kits as well.

A big caveat should go at the beginning of this. I will talk about a lot of things and make a bunch of recommendations. These are only based on my experience in building models and talking to friends in the hobby. I am not the oracle at Delphi who has all the answers. If you know or find out another technique, tool or material that works for you, go ahead and use it. In fact, let me know, I am always interested in learning new methods. Also, just because something works best for me, doesn’t mean that it will work best for you. Tools and materials are an extension of the artist, since that’s what you are, and different ones work best for different folks.

1. Where They Come From

Everyone knows that these kits come from some hobby store, either local or mail-order, so why am I talking about this. Well, just like some folks are curious about the life of a piece of cheese before it ends up on the grocery-store shelf, some folks also want to know more about the background of garage kits. If you just want to get on to the building part, and don’t care about this background, feel free to skip this section. I’ll wake you up later.

1.1. History

Long long ago in a certain place, there lived an old man and an old woman. Or at least that’s the way the old legends all begin. In this case, it began when a couple of anime fans discovered that they could make copies of the little mascot girl they sculpted for DaiCon III. The little DaiCon Girl mascot could be said to be the mother of the rest of the anime resin garage kits. Or at least that’s the story as I’ve heard it. Over time, garage

Sins^{brought}to you_{by} of